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French Mumicipal Police. 


Bo. 9095/4 Mereh 5, 1999. 
QOBPIDEBTIAL 


sir, 

I have the honour to eesd you herevith a copy of 
@ report subsitted by sy Detective Service in comection 
with the fire in the Bo. ® Lame 14@ Route dee Sdure and 
in the course of which urs. Gleusing, wife ef en american 
officer, met her éeath. 


= . 


(se4.) Piers. 


fo Gaptein parrett, 
Cemmicsiover of Police, 
Be Be Pe 


Criminal Investigation Department. 


Second Division. 


shanghai, 
February 2¢, 1920. 


Inspector Bardy to the Chief of the Criminal Investigation 


Depertaent. 
: I have the honour to rt that at about 2 aonm.. 
Pevruary 88/4 a. fire broke evt the Bo. 8 Leme 146 /a 
Route des Scoeurs. The Fire Bri wae fefermed at £.24 
@om. and quickly proceeded to Place where they found 


flemes ewerging from severe] winéeus of reeme or the 
secend story of the, howse, west cermer. After the making 
the custemary dispositions, the, firemen made uee of a. 
ladder and gained eccess to the plece ow fire, it having 
been reported that a ehild was e Sr. Boyere pleced 
a handkerohief in hie mouth and without hesitation eptered 
the prees* Be succeeded in approeebiag & bed whidh wae 
in flemes and by groping he escertained thet a body wane 
lying or it. Ge earefully took it ipto hie ermse end 
carried it through the flemee te em adjoining verandah. 
Polloving . an inguiry, it wee eeteblished thet the 
person who beep takes free the bureing room wes Ere. 
cement wife of er Americem offieer of the Army of 
Occupation of shanghai and sho was living at the address 
After 8 hours of work, the firemen, under the 
direction of their chief Br. Chapeauz, overeeme the flames. 
The Gemege dome is rather serieus end is not covered by 
ipeurence. The premises were veed es a dbeardinghouse 
by Br. Poliek. The caveee of the fire have not bee 


entirely ascertained end oueceres to have a accidental . 
The inquiry has pot rev: e@ anything definite. 

The body of Bre. Clemsing was remeved to the Sfortuary 
of the Bumicipe! Bospitel ehere Sr. Vellicet made, wedical- 
legal exzasination. Be Rae feeved a certificate for 
burial whieh he has persemally heméed to Lieutenant Evane 


Porayce Carleon who att eaastgation with the 
Police. Ip the evening vedy wae remeved to the 
Pearon Read He > Istereetiqwel sett l . 

The eauses of the fire could pot ‘be tely 
ascertained Guring the prel igation. The 
Presch Police, who have se e tever, were not 
in a position to interregate person reeponsible for 


Seat - BARDY. 


Changhai, 1e_—___6 —_Mara__-_1922.- 


Ie Chef de la Garde 
& Monsieur le Capitaine BARRETT 
Commissioner of Police | 
| Shanghai Municipal Police 


Jtai 1*honneur de vous faire parvenir, cie 
soints le copie d'un rapport établi par mon Service 
de SGreté, 4 la suite de 1' incendie surverm au ma 2 
Passage 16 Route des Soeurs, et inne, dequel a péri 
Mme CIAUSING, femme d'un officier amricain, 


Ag 


SERVICE DE LA SURETE 7 
wecees vhanghai, le 26 Février [929 
| . . 
Zame. Division 
L'{nspecteur BAHDY 


@ _ Be 
ak & monsieur le vhef de la Streté, 
. : ; 
% 


“a® 


e'ai l'honneur de vous rendre compte que dans la nuit , 
du 23 au 2 Février, vers 2 heures du matin, un incendie a 
éclaté au N° 2 Passage 146 A.Koute des soeurs, Les pompiers 


alertés & 2 h.2, se sont rupidement rendus sur les lieux et 


ru 


ont constaté que des flammes jJaillissaient de plusieurs fe- 

‘ nétres ‘des piéces situces au deuxiéme étage de la maison et 
sises & l'angle Quest. aprés avoir pris les dispositions 
d'usage, les pompiers ont appliqué une échelle i ont pu 
avoir accés au lieu incendié, un enfant } syant été signalé, 
Mr, NOYERE a mis un uouchoir sur s& bouche et saus hésitati- 

“on y @ pénétré, Il a réussi % s'anvrocher iu lit qui dbrflait 
et, 1 tatons, a pu se rendre compte qu'un cadavre y gisait. 

brécautionneusement il 1'g pris dans ses bras et au miliey 
des flammes a pu le transporter sur une véranda attenante, 
Par la suite et l'enquéte, il fut dtudli ene la personne qui 
avait été retirée de lu’ chambre incendiée ‘tait ume CuAUSENG, 
femme d'un Officier Américain, du Corps a’ Occupation de 

: Shanghai et résidant acbuelienent & l'adresse précitée, 
Aprés 2 heures d'etforts, les pompiers, dirigés par 
Mr, le Vommaniant CHAPEAUX, purent maitriser le sinistre, ' 
Les digits sont assez élevis et ne sont couverts par - 


&ucude ussurance, La maison incendiée est une pension de 


, famille tenue par Mr, PULIAX, 


eecovevenee 


Les causes de l'incendie n'ont pu étre entiérement 
aéfinies et paraisseat étre accidentelles, L'enquéte n'a 
"pas sitake de relever quoi cue ce soit de préois, 

Le corps de ime CLAUSING a été transporté a la epics 
de 1'Infirnerie Municipale ot Mr. le Docteur VELLIOT a fait 
les constatations médico-légales, Il a délivré un permis 
a*inhumer qu'il a remis lui-méme a Mr, le‘Lieutenant améri- 
—= Evans rord;ce a ciate ‘qui, avec nous assistait aux 
constatations. . 

Dans la soirée, le corps a été transféré & ia nérgue - 
de Fearon ‘toad, au QWartier International, 

, Les Guuses du sinistre nvont pu étre définies au cours 
’ des premiares invectisations. La Police Frangai se, qui n'é- 
tait saisie d'aucune plainte, ntavait pas qualité pour in- 
terroger, l'auteur responsable de l'accident. Ce d:rnfer . ° 
étant ufficier Américain, l'instruction a été ouverte par un 


Juge siggeaat & la Cour américaine./. 
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Signe : BARDY. 


SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. 
& * REPORT 
(Confidential) 
Subject (in full) Bayor? on enquiries 2 Be ott 8h 8 naa Road -jn connection with the. 
‘Deport in the North: Chino Daily J R 


Made by DaG.Mosariane. 


fc a oe gn hs 
_ With reference t sito _atete, : 
‘were-made at 134 Sinza Road and. St gap ascazteined that the-nouse— 
at. ‘that address1s_Imown_ae*Sinza Lodys*and -is-kept by «Chinese © 
tensed Vong as. a- firet-clave-fereicn voarding-house:——the ~personr — 
“nened Lelang ie a lieutenant in-the United -States-Marine orgs 
ane has-been revidine there-aith-his witesinoe Aprii-itst; 1e285- cia 
—~ --——-----—Phrere-are eiso two-other Anerican pffivers-restercat— 
s-attress umt-covorting- to~ tht Most" Soy" these et ORIN rete 
vily-curtig ‘io0lidays, week-end “ete. — camel 
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7H ‘SHANGHAI “TIMES, 


ee ee FE ees wane 


Vi erdict d 
Frencht 


ysterious death of Mrs. J. G. 


found dead following a fire at 
146A Route ges Soeurs, a little 
more than a week ago. 

The first red tongue of flame 
from that fire, shooting up into a 
night sky snd nected by passers-by, 
marked the beginning of a double 


jfound dead—under 
Red aay of mystery. Lieut. 
ber husband, was pain- 


jfally burned. He died a f 
i tHe a tew . 
later in the Marine eit 


‘the result of infection from his 
» verdict and findings of the 


fury read os follow: 


“We, the jury, find that ‘the body 
examined by us at the Inter- 
national Funeral Directors’ Par- 


ued Bi Jary tn: 
n Fire Tragedy — 


On 
ed as: a see ee eres ae 
aside your various inesses 
responded to the duty of a jury in 
investigating the circumstances of 
this inquest. ‘s 

“You have very intelligently and 
ChorougHiy inquired into this 
matter. You have given a great 
deal of your time and attention to 
it and I am fully convinced that in 
reaching the verdict you have, that 
you have done so after a mature 
deliberation. Your, verdict is ap- 
proved and we desire to thank you 


lours at 71 Kiaochow Road at 4.30'very much indeed.” 


aA. Cle) 
MELB 


_—--———  - 


Bieut. John G. Clausing 
Passes Away Suddenly At 
Marine Corps Hospital 


USBAND OF VICTIM OF ROUTE DES SOEURS 
FIRE DIES FROM SCEPTIC POISONING 
FOLLOWING HIS BURNS 


AS TO HAVE TESTIFIED AT INQUEST 


oceedings At U. 8. Court Adjourned’ Until Next 
Tuesday ; Witnesses Tell Of Party Held In 
Sinza Road Before Clausings Left 


Lieutenant Jehn G. Clausing, of the 4th Regiment, 
nited States Marine Corps, will not be called upon to testify 
the inquest at the U. S. Court on the charred body be- — 
ved to be that of his wife, Mrs. Ruth Clausing, which was 
overed from the scene of the fire at 148A Route des Soeurs © 
Sunday morning, Lieutenant Clausing died suddenly at 
me Marine Corpa hospital yesterday evening, septicaemia, 
blowing burns received in the fire, being given as the cause 
death. He passed away at 5.15 pm. 
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|ENQUIRY ENDING 
begs, Of Husband, 
n —— 

Not Yet Given is 


Before Coroner A. Krisel 
and a Jury in the U. S: 
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DOCTOR'S TESTIMONY 


i 
2 
eg 


the geatlemsn wes, but 
eribed the watch which he had 
Jost. “I have heard what has been 
said about tyo men carrying ou’ 
amcther, bur I ha.c not the shght- 
est ides as to who !: coud have 
been.” ; 
MORE ABOLT THE WATCH 
Alexander Poi!nt. sworn, stated 
that he first heard of Mrs. Hre- 
quatrd having seen someone with a 
Watch that answered the descrip- 
tion ci his bro:he:'s watch. “). did 
not pay much attention to ft. bu: 
afterwards the to'd me she saw|+ 
two men. carry:ng out anothe. 
man. I asked her if she had told 
the polfer, and she said: No ! 
heard Miss Nerah Reuter tesiify 
yesterdzy, end her mother. abou’ 
seeing the American, Lieut Clau- 
ing. while the fice was coing on 
and I herrd on Tuesday about 1? 
c’clock the sams thing from Mrs 
Fecquaird. ! saw one or two police- 
men whistling. and 1-heard a 10’ 
of ncise of psopic outside, but I 
beard no ris: wm the, vicinity of 
Lieut. Clausing’s oom, and I sa 
nob-fy zo up to his room, I saw a 
man fuliy dressed in a blue sutt 
or a bive sailor's uniform go u 
to his rodta: 


a drue. 


appear to be worried.” 


ween car.;ing atid man. I heard 


no sound of a whistle being blown|the inner palm: there was one 
from an e'eva‘ion. * | Summ cn ee-h of ‘i:ree fingers, and 
“TELL (3 THE TRUTH” a burn about the middle of the 


oaetk 
a 
: 

F 


up to the shoulder. 

you can teli us?---I have told all burns on the inner side 
the truth that ‘I krow. af the arm. The-hurns are what 
We wapt to know ell that you would be described as superficial. 
kncw abo: this thing. Have you} There was a rathe> severe burn 
t om the back of the neck and the 


There were thieves, or robbers,,in ,"ieht ear was biistered. There 
house No. 1 becatise the lock of | Were slight burns on the back 
one of the tenants rocms was|4Dd face; the hair of the head 
broken; f: was broken after he | WSs slightly singed all over. All 
had Jef: the premises, after the} the dressing was en the tpper 
fire, but ms far as I know nothing |U#rt of the bory.: there were no 
was stolen: there was an eftermpt|07™s on the front of the body. 
to break a door in the ‘attic of | How do you ttitmk those - burns 
Mo. 1 hetse, but so far as I know| ¥eTe caused? Prom heat or actéa! 
there wes noth'ng stolen in house | Contact with fire? I should my 
No. 2: he came in contact with Mame; I 
Are you sure that when you were | ‘hink ee 
up in your cousin's room at about | eee of . 

11.30 you didn't bear any ncises] Df. Peres was shown, by the 


Ycou heard that Miss Reuter end 
her mother test fied that thoy 
heard noses in the direction of 
Civrting’s rocm?—TI heard that. bit}; 
IT didm’: hear any such noises 2° 
any time ‘72? nigh:. 

Miss Nerah Reuter. who gavg{' 
f.ch important evidence yesterday. 
was re-ca‘'sc for further question- 
Ing. and. in answer to the District 
Attorney. stated that when she 
first saw Lieut. Clausing. while 
the fire wat going on, the brigade 
had already arrived. 

Where was Clausing when you 
firs: raw him?—Near the entrance 
gate: he had his hands in his poc- 
kets. and he did not take them 
out of his pcckets: I saw his burnt 
arms, and I do aot recall his sing- 
let as being stained or dirtied. It 
Was not even burnt; it was a white 
sleeveless one. 

ADVICE TO CLAUSING 

What conversaticn dd you have 
with him?—"i came up to him, 
and I said: Are ycu the Ameri- 
can man from apstairs?. He said: 
Yes. I said: Where is your wife?. 
He said: She is out. I said: || 
What are you doing here you are 
all burnt up you ought to go 
and see a doctor at the hospital. 
He. said: Alrignt. I will go, and he 
then left me. ! 

You didnt ask h'm any other 
qQuestions?—No, nothing else. 


| Are you sure you saw him after 


’ 


ENTS OF FATAL BLAZE 
“BY WITNESSES 


ef Clausing’s rocm?—Yes. cver our 
one hour after 
I beard them come in that I]/* 


noise. or dd it ccntinue?—It con- 
efimued a little while as if things 
were falling down. There were 
loud hotses I am sure that those | %u! 
notes came from the top Noor: 
it was over our head before the 
fire took place. though how tonz]° 


What did you think thes: noise< 
ycu heard were?—I thcught they 
were fight!ng. being iptoziested 
and not knowing what they werr 


bere, 
wife. 

“I saw him last Saturday morn- 
ing”, said the doctor.” at about 
8.435 i 
pital 


When I went on duty at 


received burnt injuries: he didn’t | 1 
«cem to be under the influence of [* 
I acked him how he felt. 
and he said. ‘Pretty well’. 1 didn't 
ask him how he got his ‘njuries 
Fie wife was nct menticned at 
wi: the impression I got was that] - 
he was rather cam He didn't!’ 


‘He did not ask me any ques- 
tions at all about his wife. About 
helf an hour later I saw him 


second time only part of them.” 


was burn’ cn the dorsal side and 


zt 


[hh Teena te a Sign, ES Sing BE a eS 


torney, bad bee | wont | Wis by the man on the 

taken frem Li. Claustng’s Gedy and idrink in that 1 q there wefe no es 
which was alleged to have been [Gs fou think « at off @e'. at all, ‘and 

worn when the fire cecurred. . * [ouina would he . the man umd evidently have {elt 

Assumed that a man hed those | ‘anes (at be Ges Pozped. The woman's P 
burts tn the places and manner | sible, Recta fT bead bend to come 

7m have deserited. could he/ usually from bere 

hed been wearing th's siegicl, do | sumption the the 

you think? “No, if be had hed! Aad net - @ad two rather 

this singlet on it would Rave shown {—It febet. some- 

signs of the burning.” & person. thoveughly. trigtt ened.” 


i 
Hi 
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atout the place where the 


i 
B 
a 
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£ 
Rg 


biade would b> What or three hours she went 

“hing of that stain there? them was subjected to this ordeal | Reilt. 

t is the exhudation from burns,/Sy fire: do you think it possithe [should 
Sut there is a case of what thet she might be burnt to death | thing very 
ike skin attached to i 4t is mv] without even being aware that feng’ body 
~pinion that Lt. Clausing codld not | there fire might | Court 


i 


EXTRAORDINARY SILENCE |S Teast @s late as 11987 
At the first meeting when Lt. {it 


| 


lausing teld you he was all right, |%@d in such’ s state 
did he say anything to you as to} the room might 
how he recetved hie inturies?} Gould a man rush 
Tcthing. There was also no cor | huraing room, with th: 
Jversation whatso rer af the second | “ames. and onty Rave 

Teeting. and cn all the subsequent | imged?—I dent think 20; 
fays thet I saw him he never |Geinds how fas: he went 
mentioned hj inturies to me and|the reem. 

never discussed with him his in- ANOTHER WITWESS 
‘urfes por bsd any converszticr| Migs Edith J. C. 

*oh him at all. " Twho, sworn, stated 

The Coroner: Didnt yo. hear Irish then gave 
‘nvboty talk to him about his in- | feet that she 


uries? I heard an cficer talk to] -he 

“thm while I was there. and I under- 

‘tood him to say that- he didn't | owt reachad } 
mow why Mrs. Clausing had gone |my reces Apart. 
yeck into the room. I didnt hear | ments. on the comer of Route des 
uim say to the officer that he knew | Soeurs and Avenae Joffre et 218 
Nivs. Clausing had gone back tr }a I Bve on the Sth ficor, and 
\« room. I am not sure who the|/sfter 12 c'eleck we Rave. te walk 
Vloer was. Part of the top sur-lup I was putting my hey im the 
ace. extending to the back of the|4otr, when I saw cuming a 
yead, was singed, and his house im the Court just 8 
vould not have been so singed aheet of* flare.” 

‘we been lying on his beck on MAN ON THE VERANDAH 


i 
: 
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i 
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i 
f 
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ais cide i would leave 

~{ hie hatr, on that side, wtewire Imw = man 

Sut I noticed that his whole heed |"eaad@eh ta hts pyiamas. 

vas singed. The fingers of the) “2@his: be was not shouting. 

ight hand icoked as if nas | ee Nevins 10 OM over the 

‘een bieeding. The barn the |= he succesded in doing. 

ight ‘vain might have been carrsy' | ut not able to get down. 

v7 wetting hold of a hot door- happened to be open- 

or 'f he had got hold of en “4 1 shouted out to him tof 

rod. I understood from walt § minute. ran down stairs, 

the burn in the hand was due to/@D4 dew & lot of Chinese in the (Whelesate Dinributors) Sole 

trying to open something either whom I teid to go to the J 

trunk or a ‘ocker. and betp. Then I ran ep- ————S—— 
SOME SUPPOSITIONS egain. corned mv doer and 

Dr. Seltett: Suppose a man ep Ace: ie gd 

lying im bed asleep and the bed was Whistling. 

caught fire—such a fire as would |"°™ % J et te my room. I went 

be caused by a match or « cigarette |i ts. SRonbeme. ie IT wes en 

—no gasaiene or anything like tong Toko 

rhout—do you think it pussihie| prrwe. wepeun! biel 

that a man in normal Porn, 
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his 
pm. and he went: to bed a 
few hours later-and was aroused 
by the fire about 2.15. or 230 am. BF scapes Bas gare 
—lmost five hours later—do you |," heart ® woman mssam tw) of 
think a man might sti be so much — as an 
under the inflwence of the ligeer [“ a woulda’ say. : 
thet he had taken five eur Pre: 
before. that he would be numb to E 
the extent that he would not be HIR : 
aroused by these as Carty as CARS if 
you woukd expect to be?—! $i 
dont think so; I think the only 43450 
way it could probably 
that he should have been New Essex Sedans . ° 
a. $3.00 per hour “ os | 
sata ne meen it Sane ag hannpaings Pr At 
8 
9 and 945, and he remained GARAGE, 
awake until, say, 1238, and then} 187 N. Szechwen Road. 
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SUNDAY MORNING FIRE TRAGEDY |. 


.| Sensational Testimony Given at U. S. Commissioner's 
Inquiry: Medical Evidence Concerning ‘Alleged 
Injury to Mrs. Clausing’s Skull 


STRANGE STORY BY FELLOW LODGER 


‘Question of Unconsciousness During Blaze Dealt with z 
by Medical Men Under Examination sy 


Marked by new and sensational 
testimony offefed by witnesses, plus 
conflicting evidence introduced by 
several spectators of the dramatic 
happenings and a surgeon's de- 
position of findings that visibly 
stirred an already tensed court- 
room, the inquest on the body of 
Mrs. John G. Clausing who was 
burned beyond recognition in a 
fire at her home on Sunday morning 
was resumed at the American Court 
for China yesterday before Com- 
‘missioner ‘Alexander Krisel sitting 
as coroner and a jury composed of 
Mesrrs, Charles ‘Raven, Gardner 
Crane, E. C, Stocker, John S. Potter, 
George Fitch and A. R. Hager. U. S. 
Attorney George Sellett conducted 
the ¢ase for thé United States. 

The first witness called at the 
morning session was M. M. Chape- 
aux, Commander of the Volunteer 
Fire Brigade of the Fretich Con- 
cession who stated that a telephone 
Message was received at the brig- 
ade headquarters at about am 
on the morning of the 24th jnst. 
that a house at 146A Route des 
Sceurs was on fire. Witness pro- 
ceeded immediately with the first 
units under his command and found 
flames pouring from. a third floor 


a lying some severa! 
4 Whether the body struck anything 
4 while he was removing it he could 
x] not answer, but it wag possible that 


window. The unit immedjately west ' 


to work and in about -15 to 20 
minutes hail the conflagration under 
such eontrol that ladders were 
placed against the windows in the 
front of the house and Mr. Royere, 
Chief of the Fire Brigade ascended 
and entered ,the room. Special haste 
was made to get into the blazing 
structure as w youthful Russian had 
told him that a child had been left 
there by its parents. 
The Body Discovered 

On entering the room Mr. Royere 
found a body from which the legs 
were missing. He removed it to 
the verandah and soon aftér it was 
sent ‘away in an ambvlance to the 
French Mortuary. The witness could 
give little opinion on the origin of 
the fire as jt was so intdnse as to 
obliterate afl evidence. 

Mr. Roygre then took the stand 
and corroborated the evidence of 
his predecessor. He stated that on 


entering the room he could not see. 


because of the smoke, but groped 
around and struck against the bed 
on which by feeling as best he could 
he came upon the body which he 
immediately picked up and took 
outside. He noticed the legs were 
missing and went back for them. 
One was on the bed and the other 
feet away. 


&) it had, as’ the passageway was ex- 


*| tremely narrow, 
=| which he traversed was,very dark. 
|The room was badly gutted and he 


and the space 


‘ g2/ did not feel capable of giving any 


: opinion as to the. fire’s 


~ having found 
charred as to be almost beyond re- 


origin be- 
cause there was little left on which 
to base an opinion. He expressed 
the belief that it could have been 


war | caused by a lighted match, cigarette, 
haeejor any similar lighted object. 
is! Charred Almost Beyond Recognition - 


Dr. K. W. Nance was next called 
and told of, having examined the 
| body on Monday at the mortuary 
it so badly 


two places, There 
line running along the left temple 
and over the eyeball and another 
fracture was found on the right * 


4th Regt. Marines, he again exa- 
mined the body and held still an- 
other investigation on Wednesday. 
On the latter day he wanted to bring 
part of the skull to Court to in- 
troduce as evidence but found that 
by thé slightest handling it crum- 
bled to pi “and he could not 
achieve his object. 
Ne Explesion of Skull 


The brain was completely expqsed 
and when questioned as to the 
possibility of the moisture inside 
the skull becoming heated and caus- 
ing an explosion that would cause 
the fracture, he scouted the theory. 
He stated that the fracture over 
the left eye could quite conceivably 
have ocewrred before the fire 
it was his opinion that such a 
fracture could have been caused: 
most likely by a heavy blunt in- 
strument. He was not in 

ment with a suggestion of the Jury 
that the fracture could have been 
caused by the fire or by the striking 
of the head against some hard 
object during its removal from the 
room. 

As a means of identification he 
noted especially two gold-capped 
teeth and he knew the body was 
that of a woman but beyend that 
there was no way of identifying 
the remains. 

Also he expressed as an impos- 
sibility the belief that anyone no 
matter in what degree of intoxica- 
tion could have remained on = bed 
with a fire raging in the vicinity 
and said that the mere ertry of 
smoke into the lungs which would 
recult in suffocation, would und- 
oubtedly have caused the regaining 
of consc:pusness. He said the first 
evidence of suffocation was a violent 
coughing and this would tend to 
_bring the person to the fu!! power. 
of his or her senses. He did not 
believe that anyone could have 
force of character or determination 
enough to remain willingiy on & 
bed and be burned to death and ha 
‘thought impossible the suggestion 
| of suicide. 

, Dr. Manion was the next witness 
hae and stated that he had active- 


(Continued on Page 16.) 
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